STEVENS PTA GENERAL MEETING

Wednesday, March 25, 2009

6:30-8:00pm

Stevens School Library 

AGENDA

Action: Motion to approve PTA general meeting minutes dated January 14, 2009.  Motion to approve accepted by Barb Chin and passed unanimously.

Teacher Report - Chris Wilkie

WASL begins for 4th & 5th graders 4/13 and goes until 4/24.  Keep children well fed and well rested during this time and they must arrive to school on time.  There are 6 tests to administer over the 2 week period.  WASL is an important data tool for the school's measurement, but not necessarily for the student's.  

Principal Report and WASL review - Jenniffer Reinig

The WASL is given once a year and results are reported in August.  This is to show how the school performs against district and state standards.  

The DRA, which is district run, is given 2-3 times/year and is used to measure individual student progress, and to compare Fall with Winter and Spring.

There are “classroom based assessments” given after each unit is completed, and this is given through “Everyday Math” curriculum and for Reading assessments.

Committee Reports

· Nominating Committee – Sally Hulsman

Still need to fill co-chair position and 1 after-school position.  Still need a Legislative Chair too. Elections/voting at next General Meeting on May 20th.

· Annual Fund – Glenn McDonald

 Chris Clements will take over as Chair next year.  We are far short of our goal of $120K, and will most likely reach $85-95K this year.

· Auction & Art Committee– Barb Chin

Printed invites have been sent.  Procurement is on schedule and doing well.  We have lots of things to offer! Volunteer coordinators for auction are Ann Hollar and Phebe O'Neill.  Please contact them to sign up for any number of fun activities, such as bartending, wine toss, set-up, decorations, etc.   This year we are outsourcing the clerking and registration so that all parents can enjoy the auction.

· Site Council & Equity Team – Emma Le Du

Based on success of Multi-Cultural groups, many groups have been formed to meet the diverse needs of our family community.  

· New Sustainability Committee – Sara Brace &  Anne Phyfe Palmer

Sara and Anne Phyfe would like to start this committee to find ways for Stevens to be more environmentally conscious.  Look at ways to improve ways to recycle paper, or better ways to minimize light usage, or find ways to introduce composting into the program.

Fundraising idea is to make reusable bags that say “Sustainable Stevens” to get families to bring their own dishes/utensils to events, as an example.  Want to minimize use of paper/styrofoam products at school events.

Teacher Survey Results & Parent Survey Info– Matt Sullivan

Objective: How to allocate PTA funds to fund our childrens education.  33 teachers/staff surveyed.  So far, PE is clearly important for all, as is smaller group learning opportunities.  Parent survey to go out in a few weeks.  

Initial Budget Discussion– Kris Wilk and John Ray-Keil   

We need to evaluate which programs are most important to families, and this will occur through the parent survey about to be conducted. We will use both teacher and parent data from this survey to determine/drive next year's budget.

