STEVENS PTA GENERAL MEETING MINUTES
Wednesday, March 24, 2010        6:30-8:00p
Stevens School Library

Welcome and approval of minutes from 1/20/10 – Kris Wilk Motion was made to approve minutes by Barb Chin and seconded by Tim Wood and unanimously approved by PTA body.

Vocal Music Presentation- Edd Key
We had a very successful Multi-Cultural Night and Mr. Key was impressed by the hard work of all of the students and staff to prepare for the wonderful evening.
Mr. Key provided parents with a list of “Do’s” and “Don’ts” on how to encourage music into your house and motivating children to appreciate music.
Do’s
Have a playlist of CD’s, with parameters, for what gets played during the day, night,  or during house clean-up.  Agree on the music as a family
Share with your child what music meant to you as a child and/or what music/songs you liked as an elementary school aged child
If you play an instrument (or, even if you don’t!), play in front of your child so that they know that music is something you value and enjoy.

Don’ts
Be critical of types of music and don’t let them know of any negative attitudes you have towards genres of music (ie. Country, hip-hop, classical).  Find your way through it and let them be exposed to all types of music.
Ridicule or be condescending about playing or singing music.  If you dread music, don’t pass it on to your child.
Allow any member of the family to ridicule rhythm, tone, etc. (don’t use language such as “tone deaf”, “monotone’, “can’t carry a tune”) Do find something positive to say.
Don’t just depend on pre-recorded music to fill your house.  If you can play an instrument (or, even if you don’t), play it around your children so that they hear different types of music.  In this age of technology and iPods/iTunes, it’s very easy to find music.  You can learn to play any instrument watching YouTube!


Principal Report – Jenniffer Reinig
Due to enrollment projections that the District has set, Stevens will be adding a 3rd kindergarten class.
Budget and Staffing allocations – 
	Jenniffer is losing $12K due to the end of I-728 funding, and a decrease in the “per student” allocation.
Cuts in staffing allocation means the loss of 1 certified teacher for 2010/11.  Math specialists will go down to 1, from 2 this   year.  Currently we have 1.9 certificated teachers to support reading, but will go down to 1.7.

Because of the additional 3rd kindergarten classroom, we will lose Spanish for space allocation purposes.  The Spanish room will be used as the 3rd kindergarten classroom.  As a result of losing Spanish for a 30-minute PCP block, the staff voted and passed on the idea of increasing PE time from 1.5 hours/week, to 2.5-3 hours/week.  This will allow for increased opportunities in health and wellness, as well as allow us to meet the State PE requirements of 100 minutes of PE/week.  In addition to Mr. Beard, a .6 teacher will be hired to fill in for the additional time.  Mr. Beard has some great ideas on how to use this time for the greater good of the children.

By eliminating Spanish, it does NOT mean that language and cultural awareness will be taken away from Stevens.  This will still be an integral part of the program via the grade level focus on countries and continents.

Teacher Report –Chris Wilkie
Global Reading Challenge – 4th graders tied for 1st place in District.  They will be going on to the national competition. 
Report cards coming home Friday, March 26th.

Budget Discussion and Vote – Kris Wilk, Linn Haralson, Tim Wood
2009/10 budgeted expenses were $282,500, and so far we may be under budget by approximately $20K.  For 2010/11 school year, PTA Board is suggesting a proposed budget of $220,800, with $150K going towards 2 certificated teachers to be used as needed, either in Math or Reading or however staff feels it would best be utilized.  In 2009/10 we allocated $47K for an Instructional Assistant, Sergio.  Sergio will be leaving to pursue his student teaching requirements in 2010/11.  We suggest not funding the IA position, as we feel that Sergio in particular brings value to that position and we may not get an equally qualified IA for the $47K.
Motion was made to approve “expense” side of budget by Barb Chin, seconded by Barbara Kelly and approved by PTA body.
“Below line item” budget items:  Because of the loss of Spanish, we propose allocating $20K for  a “language and cultural Program Development” line item.  Additionally, $5K for afterschool program bus transportation and $5K for daytime tutors to fill in where Jenniffer may lose some of her funding.
Target reserve amount will be $110,400, which is 50% of total reserves.
Due to concerns about the change in Spanish, Tim Wood made a motion to approve budget as is and to increase the “below line item” of “Language and Cultural Development Program” if revenues exceeded anticipated revenues.  Motion was seconded by Stephanie Jones and approved by PTA body.

Committee Reports:
Annual Fund – Chris Clements
Just reached $99K today, with another $5-10K expected through “matching gifts”.  Goal has been reached!  Thank you!
Auction – Barb Chin  & Misha Jammal  
Invitations sent home today via kid-mail, and e-mail invitation has been sent.  Mark your calendars for May 1st!  Misha needs volunteers to help with set-up and “day of” event jobs.  Please e-mail Misha to find out how you can help: misha.show@yahoo.com
Nominating Committee – Sharmila Williams
Need volunteers for the following PTA positions in 2010/11:  Co-President to work with Linn Haralson and Ellen Skugstad, Annual Fund Co-Chair who will work with Chris Clements and Tree Sale Co-Chair to work with Erika and Blake Grayson.

Meeting Adjourned 8:15pm






